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THE PoLiTICS
ARISTOTLE

from The U.S. Constitution: A Reader, p. 23-28

Thomas Jefferson began studying Greek at the age of nine, and later in life employed so many Greek phrases
in his letters that John Adams, his frequent correspondent, complained of them. The Founders' intevest
in classical languages was not academic, bt political and p.fj ilosop bical. Amon 4 the ancient books that
they drew upon was Aristotle’s Politics, a catalog of constitutions and a guide to understanding regimes.
C 335-311 BC.

Book 1

CHAPTER 1. (1) Since we sce that cvery city is some sort ofpanncrship. and that cvery panncrship
is constituted for the sake of some gum:l {for everyone does nr:r}rthing for the sake of what is held
to be good), it is clear that all partnerships aim at some good, and that the partnership that is most
authoritative of all and embraces all the others does so ]:uniculaﬂ]r. and aims at the most authorira-

tive good of all. This is what is called the city or the political partnership....

From thesc things it is evident, then, that the city belongs among the things that exist by nature, and that
man is by nature a political animal. He whe is without a city through nature rather than chance is cither a
mican sort of superior to man; he is “without clan, without law, without hearth,” like the person reproved
h]r Homer: (10} for the one who is such h]r nature has |Jy this fact a desire for war, as if he were an isolated
picce in a game of chess. That man is much more a political animal than any kind of bee or any herd animal
is clear. For, as we assert, nature docs nothing in vain; and man alonc among the animals has speech. (11)
The voice indeed indicates the painful or pleasant, and hence is present in other animals as well; for their
nature has come this far, thar they have a perception of the painful and pleasant and indicate these things
to cach other. But speech serves to reveal the advantageous and the harmful, and hence also the just and
the unjust. (12) For it is peculiar to man as compared to the other animals that he alone has a perception
of good and bad and just and unjust and other things [of this sort]; and partnership in these things is what
makes a houschold and a city.

The city is thus prior by nature to the houschold and to cach of us. (13) For the whole must of necessity

be prior to the part; for if the whole [body] is destroyed there will not be a foot or a hand, unless in the
sense that the term s similar (as when one speaks of a hand made of stone), but the thing itself will be

Aristotle, The Politics, trans. Carnes Lord (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1984), 35-41.
Reproduced with permission of University of Chicago Press-Books in the format Textbook via Copyright Clearanee Center.
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